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Rescue scenarios and people with special needs – Italy, 2016 
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A rescue scenario between rescue and persons
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Experience 1: rescue and people with autism

▪ Persons with autism
▪ Who are they?
▪ How can I recognize them?

Can someone help us to better understand

these aspects and how to rescue these

people?

Stefano Zanut

National Fire and Rescue Service

1% of the population suffers from autism spectrum disorder which affects
males more than females, with a 4:1 ratio (DSM V - Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders).

viglili_formazione_3_Silvio.wmv


Experience 1: rescue and people with autism

http://www.vigilfuoco.it/aspx/notizia.aspx?codnew

s=45133&grande=si

Can be 
useful

Why
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PEOPLE WITH AUTISM 
SPECTRUM DISORDERS 

(ASD) IN EMERGENCY

VADEMENUN FOR 
RESCUERS

▪ What is autism? 

▪ People with autism in emergency

▪ Can I recognize a person with autism
by looking at him/her? 

▪ Can I recognize a person with autism
by the way he/she interacts with me?

▪ During an emergency situation, people 
with autism may react in an unusual or 
bizarre way, for example: ...

▪ What should I do if the person starts 
screaming to runaway from a place or 
a situation?

▪ What can be useful in an emergency
and why

▪ Communicating with images

http://www.vigilfuoco.it/aspx/notizia.aspx?codnews=45133&grande=si
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Experience 2: rescue and people with multiple sclerosis

2. Genova
1. Ascoli Piceno

Roma

  

2. Pordenone
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Guidelines for inclusive rescue

1. General aspects
with some data

3. How to recognize
this disability

5. Operative modes 6. Operation center 

4. Criticalities
connected with the 

scenario
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Help for All

(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.h
elpforall.grvvf&hl=en_US)

Information and 
operating procedures 
about:
▪ mobility impairment
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▪ down syndrome
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
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